
 

BIG IDEAS SUMMIT – LONDON  

23 February 2017 

  08:00 Arrivals and Refreshments 

  

08:30 Welcome and Housekeeping 

  Tania Seary, Founder Procurious  

 

  SESSION ONE: Pivot - Rethinking What's Possible 

 

08:40 Keynote 1:  Be Brave or Be Dead!  

Mark Stevenson, Futurist, Author of 'An optimist's tour of the future' 

  Our systems are failing. Old models – for education, healthcare and government, food production, energy supply – are creaking under 

the weight of modern challenges. But Mark Stevenson is not downcast. Sharing his journey to consider "What's next?', Mark will challenge 

you to consider alternate visions of the future that are more equitable, sustainable and humane.  

 

09:20 Keynote 2: Global Trade & Outlook  

  Dr Linda Yueh, Fellow at Oxford University & Adjunct Professor, LBS 

  Trump, Brexit, Trade Laws, Protectionism - What does it all mean for procurement, trade, and global supply chains? Whilst there are a 

number of reasons not to immediately panic about the ramifications of the past year's political events, there are certain factors that 

procurement pros should keep their eye on in the coming months.  

 

09:50 Keynote 3: ‘Living in Interesting Times’ The Top Ten Global Risks in 2017 



  Daniel Falkiner, Political Analyst, Sibylline 

  Daniel Falkiner will talk us through The 10 Global Themes from the World Risk Register Annual Forecast 2017 overview 

 

10:00  PANEL: Risky Business  

Ramsay Chu, CPO, Rio Tinto 

Michelle Baker, CPO, SAB Miller 

Justin Crump, CEO Sibylline (Facilitator) 

 

10:20 Morning Tea 

 

  SESSION TWO: Scrum - Procurement in the Digital Age  

 

10:50 Keynote 3: The Giant Leap for Procurement  

  Barry Ward, Senior Procurement Brand Manager, IBM  

  By 2020, every important decision, personal or professional, will be made with the assistance of artificial intelligence. Already transforming 

fields like health care, finance, entertainment and retail, IBM’s Cognitive Technology solution, Watson, also has the potential to 

understand, reason, learn and think through any procurement scenario, issue or question presented, offering detailed answers, analysis, or 

solutions, just as Procurement professional can. The difference is, Watson can do this on a scale and speed that vastly outstrips the human 

brain.   Of course, this presents great opportunities, but in this fast-paced world what is the role left for procurement professionals, when 

the smartest guy in the room is Watson?  What can CPOs do NOW to prepare for this 70-year journey? 

 

11:20 CPO Big Idea 1: Virtualstock 

  Rob Knott, Director, Virtualstock 



  An insight into retail technology leader Virtualstock which is currently partnering with NHS Shared Business Services to improve efficiences 

& reduce costs in NHS procurement 

 

11:35 Keynote 5: Creating Agility in the Digital Age  

  Chris Sawchuk, Principal, The Hackett Group 

  Continued high volatility, risk of disruption and uncertain geo-politics are casting dark clouds over the business environment in 2017. In 

the face of this uncertainty, companies' ability to anticipate and swiftly respond to change – to be agile – is more important than ever. 

Today, we will highlight effective practices that leading companies are deploying to improve enterprise agility by developing specific 

capabilities related to culture, talent, digitisation, information and customer-centricity. We also will be introducing a next-generation 

transformation framework required to successfully build out the right capabilities for achieving competitive advantage in the emerging 

digitally interconnected, customer-centric world. 

 

12:05 Big Ideas Live: Niche Network To Reinvent SOPO 

  Paul Smith, Board Member, SOPO & Executive Director, YPO 

  Fresh from being named among the Top 100 Best Places to Work, Paul joins us to share how SOPO are reinventing the way in which 

public sector procurement professionals work and collaborate.  Paul’s vision is to use social media to unite SOPO’s disparate 

membership base of 2,500 local government procurement professionals, to communicate, share knowledge, develop skills and network. 

 

12:20 LUNCH 

 

  SESSION THREE:  Reboot - Buidling Your Workforce 4.0 

 

13:30 Keynote 6: Release Your Creative Genius  



  James Bannerman, Author, Psychologist and Organisation Advisor  

  Incubating supply chain innovation is the holy-grail CPOs have been charged with delivering.  But how can CPOs inspire their teams to 

think bigger and more disruptively, whilst simultaneously delivering on their Business As Usual commitments? Are hackathons, innovation 

labs the answer, or only distractions? James Bannerman will share his thoughts on innovation, how to implement Big Ideas and the tools 

and culture required to release your people’s creative genius.  

 

14:10 Keynote 7: The Case for Neuro Diversity  

  John Floyd, Headmaster, Bruern Abbey 

  1 out of 10 people in your team could have a neuro diverse profile. What makes them stand out? Why are companies such as GCHQ 

interested in their CVs? John Floyd highlights why, from dyslexia to ADHD, neuro diverse profiles are now helping your team think out of 

the box. 

 

14:30 PANEL: Workforce 4.0 

  Graham Lucas, MD Procurement – Michael Page 

Gautam Singh, Founder and CEO of The Smart Cube 

Mark Roberts, Commercial Continuous Improvement Director, Government Commercial Function  

Lisa Malone (Facilitator) Managing Director, Procurious 

  What are the best Procurement Teams already doing to set up for success?  What are the trends in creating more innovative and 

engaging Procurement workplaces? 

    

14:50 Keynote 8:  Digital Procurement Transformation 

  Paul Blake, Senior Manager, GEP 



  How technology advancements are changing everything: In a manner similar to how media, publishing, banking and retail have all moved 

to digital-first models, procurement must do the same. The procurement process is defined by the tools and the process “on paper” 

may never get implemented if the software doesn’t work 

 

15:20 Afternoon Tea 

 

 SESSION FOUR: THE VIEW FROM THE TOP  

 

15:50 Keynote 9: Procurement Talent 4.0: Future Skillsets to Build Your Procurement Organisation 

  Deb Stanton, MD, CAPS Research  

  Following conversations earlier in the day about what will evolve in the next 50 years, Deb will bring us back to the here and now. 

Procurement teams should be focused on 'doing the do' and getting the basics right whilst keeping their eyes on the horizon 

 

16:20 Keynote 10: Leadership, Tough Love and Long-Term Partnerships  

  John McFarlane, Chairman, Barclay's Bank  

  A juxtaposition by name and nature, Tough Love offers a fresh take on an old-school leadership paradigm, promoting qualities of 

resilience, perseverance and self-belief. But achieving the balance is tricky: How do you set exacting standards, while remaining 

supportive? How do you create a culture of excellence, all the while providing a safe environment to try new things…and somet imes fail? 

 

17:00 Thank You and Close 

  Tania Seary  

 


